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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FLORIDA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
M INUTES

The twenty-third annual meeting of THE FLORIDA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY was held in the museum hall of
the St. Petersburg Historical Society, St. Petersburg,
Florida, at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, February 17th,
1926.
After a cordial welcome by Mrs. William Thomas
Eaton, president of the St. Petersburg Historical Society, Mr. Arthur T. Williams, president, called the meeting to order and instructed the secretary to call the
roll.
The following members answered present: Mr.
Arthur T. Williams, Mrs. Mary E. Apple, Mrs. W. P.
Coffey, Mrs. W. T. Eaton, Mr. C. Seton Fleming, Mrs.
S. 0. McClung, Dr. A. H. Phinney, Judge Chas. B.
Parkhill, Mr. Jonathan Smith and Mr. Francis M.
Williams. Forty-eight proxies of absent members were
accepted and registered. A few other friends of the
Society were present.
The president announced a quorum present and read
his annual report.
The report was received with marked pleasure and
ordered spread upon the minutes.
The secretary reported all gifts to the society during the year.
The treasurer’s report was read and accepted.
The order of business was then suspended and
Judge Charles B. Parkhill of Tampa was asked to address the meeting.
He esteemed it “a great honor and privilege to
meet face to face the men and women who are endeavoring to collect and preserve the truths of Flor-
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ida history”, congratulated the society upon its rapid
growth, and paid a warm tribute to its president.
“History,” he said, “is made of memories. Donothings have no memories. And the things we remember - count. In the hall of fame at Washington,
Florida is represented by two statues, but by no means
all the important or significant figures ever reach that
height of public acknowledgment, and it is our privilege and duty to save these others from obscurity.
The history of Florida is, to my mind, divided into
but two periods or epochs, the first stretching from
its discovery to its acquisition by the United States,
the second, from then to now. The first was one of
great peace ; Florida dreamed the years away. The
second has been one of mixed happiness and sorrow.
There is much to be said in favor of war; by its means
much has been accomplished that would otherwise have
been impossible. Our land was won by war, war with
red men, war between races and nations. From 1819,
when the United States acquired Florida by the help
of war, to 1861, was a long day of peace, a wonderfully happy period. Master and slave contributed to
each others’welfare in ways that were blessings to
both ; that bond was torn asunder at bitter cost to
many of us, We passed, from that happy period, the
so-called period of slavery, to a new period of freedom,
a glad change I suppose, in spite of its cost in blood
and tears, but it has not yet. brought all that it promised. Freedom abounds, but it still wears shackles,
more galling than the slave’s shackles. It is questionable whether we shall take as much pride in the history of the current period of prosperity as we do in
that earlier period, with all its trial and tribulation.
Assessing our own hearts and our own aims we
must conclude with the poet that
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“Not proud rival cities, but Men, highminded men ;
These constitute the State”.
And this is what we should draw and preserve
from history for the welfare and happiness of all.
Governor Bloxham was the first to understand the
significance of the times, to catch the vision of the future, and to lift the State from its pit of depression.
By his initiative and forcefulness, large areas of State
land were sold for development, and the proceeds devoted to relieving the State of her burden of debt, so
that she should be free to rise to the stars. And she
has risen ; she is fast becoming one of the greatest
states of the Union ; in extent she is the largest state
east of the Mississippi; and has the longest seacoast,
the most affable climate, soil and people of any of the
states. Florida is the real melting pot.
Her people have accepted her destiny and will follow her star. In the constitutional convention of 1885
she resolved that Florida shall never again secede. The
old soldiers of the Confederacy wrote that resolution
and put it through. She tried out three northern
judges in her supreme court of 1867, found them
worthy and embraced them as her own; none since
have surpassed them in integrity of character, or in
the esteem of her people. Now she insists that the
supreme court of the United States is the key to our
Union ; the one saving power.
Edward Douglass White, senator from Louisiana,
confederate soldier, and chief justice of the supreme
court of the United States, said to me on one occasion:
“Tell your people to maintain the spirit of the constitution above all else, and defend it against the attacks of the selfseeking”.
I am delighted to meet you ; glad to be a member of
your society. You’re so modest and quiet; no seek-
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ing of applause, no scramble for office ; your influence in Florida cannot but be sweet and desirable”.
Mrs. William Thomas Eaton, president of the St.
Petersburg Historical Society, who has accomplished
a marvelous achievement in bringing together a notable
collection within a short space of time, and in inspiring a continuing interest, spoke lightly of her own
part and gratefully of her colleagues. “We found our
old treasures being carried North,” she said, “and
we started to stop it. The result you see”. She expressed a wish for desirable pictures of the presidents
to complete the collection of that series.
The meeting then recessed for a delightful lunch at
the Yacht Club.
Upon reassembling, the president asked for an expression upon his recommendation that the annual dues
be increased from $2 to $3. Upon motion of Dr.
Phinney, a referendum of this question to the membership was resolved upon.
The president appointed as a committee to draw
suitable resolutions of sorrow for the deaths of members during the year: Messrs. J. C. Yonge, C. Seton
Fleming, and Dr. A. H. Phinney.
Upon motion it was resolved that all ex-presidents
shall become honorary members.
Upon motion it was resolved that Mr. T. Frederick Davis is hereby made an honorary member of this
Society, in recognition of his splendid history of Jacksonville and of his services to the Society.
Mr. Chas. Swann Walker, president of the Historical Society of Amherst, Massachusetts, responded to
an invitation to address the meeting. His society, he
stated, was started by Mary Louise Todd, the founder
of the Daughters of the American Revolution. He described an interesting manuscript in his possession
written by his grand uncle Caleb Swann, who was ap-
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pointed to spy out the country in 1792 and made this
report to Congress. Swann lived among the Indians,
studied them and wrote their vocabulary. Mr. Walker
advocated strongly the work of historical societies.
“Without the procession and increment of past generations,” he said, “the present generation would be helpless. All they have is inherited and they should be
taught to acknowledge and appreciate it. Among other
things they must learn that without our double form of
local and centralized government, the Union would be
unwieldy, and could not stand. Just as two foci make
one perfect ellipse, so do the two systems balance
and sustain each other. Individual character, universal education, the perception of the relation of
self government to centralized government, and last,
the necessity of righteousness, all work in harmony
for the good of all.”
Captain C. Seton Fleming good humoredly took
issue with Judge Parkhill’s description of the peaceful state of Florida, offering in evidence the biggest
Indian war that ever was. With all of the Judge’s
conclusions however he was in entire sympathy. He
expressed his pleasure at the delightful reception.
Mr. Philip C. Tucker, of Davenport, Florida, told
about his pioneer work with the Galveston, Texas, Society. He thought that the most important sources for
historical societies to acquire were personal narratives,
especially of old residents who were not writers.
Mr. Jonathan Smith, vice-president of the St. Petersburg Historical Society, spoke of his pleasure at the
presence of our society, and the evident earnestness
of its members. “We must”, he said, “make our work
practical and effective, because we are now the most
lawless of all the civilized nations. We were among
the first to establish religious freedom, and to overthrow monarchy. Democracy, the first fruit of war,
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is a success, and we have firmly established the principle of government by law, instead of by men. This
is for us to sustain.”
Mr. Arthur T. Williams was made an honorary
member of the St. Petersburg Historical Society, the
presentation being made by Mrs. Eaton.
He expressed his appreciation of the handsome entertainment provided for the Society, and for the
honor paid to himself, and talked about the Society’s
collection in Jacksonville, particularly with respect to
its extremely valuable library, and ended by inviting
all to visit and use it.
A telegram was received from Hamilton Holt, president of Rollins College, Winter Park, Florida, inviting the society there for its next annual meeting. The
invitation was accepted with pleasure, and the secretary so advised Dr. Holt.
Officers of the Society for the coming year were
elected as follows:
Arthur T. Williams
C. Seton Fleming
Philip K. Yonge
Fred W. Hoyt
Francis M. Williams
Emma Rochelle Williams

president
1st vice president
2nd vice president
treasurer
secretary
assistant-secretary

Directors
Guyte P. McCord
Arthur T. Williams
Philip S. May
C. Seton Fleming
A. H. Phinney
Francis M. Williams
Julien C. Yonge
The minutes of the session were then read and approved and the meeting adjourned sine die.
FRANCIS M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
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The Florida Historical Society in annual
meeting, February 17, 1926, with its membership roll before it, pauses sorrowfully to
drop four names marked there with the asterisk of death:
FATHER BENEDICT, of St. Leo
RICHARD M. CARY, of Pensacola
JOHN T. DISMUKES, of St. Augustine
HORACE DREW, of Jacksonville

Though these names will appear no more
upon the list of Active Members, they will
remain on the permanent roll of the Society
-added, with others who have gone before,
to the names of more than one hundred
Floridians from every part of the State
who, seventy years ago, founded The Historical Society of Florida.
Membership in the Historical Society
may have held but a small place in the lives
of these four men; yet it indicates, it establishes, their public spirit; and whether
their interest was much or little, still it was
a definite part of their life’s work, and in
doing that part they have borne their share
in keeping faith with the founders.
We pause to acknowledge their interest
and their support, to record our loss, and to
honor them as they honored their Society
and their State.
A. H. P HINNEY
C. SETON FLEMING
JULIEN C. YONGE.
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